International Governing Documents Revision Alignment with State Organization Bylaws and Chapter Rules - July 2026

Article International Applicable to State | Applicable to Details - What Changed
Organizations Chapters
Article 1. The official name of this international organization |Yes Yes This revision identifies the Society’s official name and
Name shall be The Delta Kappa Gamma Society approved abbreviations and references to ensure
International, hereinafter also referred to as the consistent usage throughout Society documents.
Society. The Society shall also be known as DKG
Society International, Delta Kappa Gamma, or
DKG.
Article 2. The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International Yes Yes This revision changes the word “growth” to
Missionand |promotes professional and personal development “development” in the Mission Statement.
Purposes of women educators and excellence in education.
Article 2. Purpose 1. to unite women educators of the world |Yes Yes This revision removes the word “spiritual” from Purpose
Missionand |in genuine fellowship. 1.
Purposes
Article 2. Purpose 5. to endow awards to aid members in Yes Yes This revision updates Purpose 5 by replacing the word
Missionand |pursuing professional and personal development “growth” with “development” and placing “professional”
Purposes and to provide grants to non-member educators. before “personal.”
Article 2. Purpose 6. to stimulate the professional and Yes Yes This revision updates Purpose 6 to emphasize
Missionand [personal development of members and to professional development before personal development
Purposes encourage their participation in relevant programs by revising the order of the terms.
of action; and
Article 4. Membership in The Delta Kappa Society Yes Yes This revision clarifies that eligible women may become
Membership |International is open to women who express an members by requesting membership or accepting an
interest in membership, as well as those who are invitation to join. A vote of the membership is not
invited to join. required for admission.
Article 4. The term employed is defined as hired by an Yes Yes This revision clarifies the terms “employed” and
Membership [employer and/or paid a salary or fee for specific “professional educator.” State organizations and

educational services. The term professional
educator isinterpreted to include one-on-one
instruction, group instruction, and/or professional
activities that support educational work in an
educational setting.

chapters may include the following statement in their
governing documents:

"The terms employed and professional educator are
defined in Article 4, Section A.1. of the International
Bylaws."
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Article 4. An individual becomes a member of the Society Yes Yes This revision accommodates both state members, who
Membership [upon payment of dues, which includes hold membership in International and a state
membership in the international Society and may organization, and global members, who hold
also include membership in (a) a state membership in International without belonging to a state
organization or (b) both a state organization and organization or local chapter.
local chapter.
Article 4. Reserve: Reserve members are individuals who are |Yes Yes This revision updates the criteria for reserve status by
Membership [unable to participate in societal activities due to replacing the term “disability” with “limitations” and
medical or physical limitations. They may vote but removing geographical location and lack of
not hold office in the Society. technological connection or skills as qualifying reasons
for reserve status.
Article 4. Collegiate: Collegiate members are students who [Yes Yes This revision removes the requirement that collegiate
Membership |intend to work professionally in the field of members be at the junior or senior level and allows for
education. They may vote at all levels and hold the formation of collegiate chapters.
office within a collegiate chapter.
Article 4. State: State members are part of the Society at the |Yes Yes This revision clarifies that State membership is a
Membership |international and state organization level but not membership classification within the Society, defines its
part of a chapter. They may vote and hold office at relationship to International and state organization
both the state and international levels. membership, and recognizes that chapters may inform
members of this membership classification and how it
may be obtained.
Article 4. Global: Global members are individuals who join  |Yes Yes This revision establishes Global membership for
Membership |the international organization directly and are not qualified women who do not reside in an area served by

affiliated with a state organization or local chapter.
Global members may vote, serve on international
committees, and hold the position of member-at-
large. Global membership is available to members
who reside in areas where no state organization or
local chapter exists.

a state organization. State organizations and chapters
should include the Global Member classification in their
governing documents. Members may encourage eligible
women educators to contact Society Headquarters to
join as Global Members.
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Article 4.
Membership

Affiliate: Affiliates do not meet the qualifications of
membership but are committed to the mission of
DKG. They may not vote or hold office in the
Society.

Yes

Yes

This revision establishes the Affiliate designation for
individuals who are not eligible for membership but wish
to support the Society by paying an annual fee. Affiliates
may attend meetings but may not speak from the floor,
vote, or hold office. They are eligible for member
registration rates at international conventions and have
access to the public portions of the Society website.

State organizations and chapters should include the
Affiliate designation in their governing documents.
Members may encourage individuals who wish to
support DKG to contact Society Headquarters to become
Affiliates.

Article 4.
Membership

A member may be censured, suspended, or
permanently expelled for cause, including but not
limited to violations of the Bylaws, GAPP, any rules
or practices, or conduct prejudicial to the interests
of DKG. Such action requires a two-thirds vote
(2/3) of the international administrative board or a
committee designated by the Board, as outlined in
GAPP.

Yes

Yes

The International Bylaws establish that all members are
expected to comply with the governing documents of the
Society, including the International Bylaws, GAPP, and
other duly adopted rules and policies.

The authority to censure, suspend, or permanently expel
a member rests solely with the International
Administrative Board (or a committee designated by the
Board), not with state organizations or chapters. If a
member believes another member has violated the
Society's governing documents or engaged in conduct
prejudicial to the interests of DKG, the member may
submit a Member Complaint Form to the International
Administrative Board for review. Any disciplinary action
requires a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the International
Administrative Board or its designated committee, as
outlined in GAPP.

State organizations and chapters may include the
following statement in their governing documents:
"Members must comply with the governing documents
of the Society as outlined in Article 4, Section D.2. of the
International Bylaws."
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Article 5. The membership year is from July 1 through June |Yes Yes This revision eliminates the half-dues cycle, establishing
Finance 30. Amember shall pay annual dues and fees no a consistent dues structure without a reduced-dues

later than June 30 for the following fiscal year. period.
Article 5. Each state organization must maintain a Board- Yes Not applicable |This revision renames the Permanent Fund as the Board-
Finance Designated Operating Reserve Fund of no less than Designated Operating Reserve Fund and updates the

twenty percent (20%) of annual dues revenue or requirements regarding the amount of reserves to be

one hundred percent (100%) of operating maintained.

expenses.
Article 6. A newly organized state organization must have no |Yes Not applicable |This revision reduces the number of members required
Organization |fewer than thirty (30) members, including a to organize a new state organization.

minimum of twelve (12) designated as founders.
Article 6. Collegiate chapters may only be established with  |Yes Yes This revision allows the formation of collegiate chapters
Organization [sponsorship from an existing DKG chapter. The when sponsored by an existing chapter.

sponsoring chapter provides guidance, assigns a

liaison, and offers mentorship to ensure collegiate

chapter success.
Article 7. Chapter officers, all of whom must be members of |May involve approval |Yes This revision allows exceptions to chapter officer
Officersand [the Society, shall be a president (or co-president), |of state organizaiton position requirements when approved in consultation
Related avice president, and a secretary (all elected); and |president and state with the state organization president and the state
Personnel atreasurer (elected by the executive board), along |organizaiton organization membership chair.

with the option of a second vice president and/or a |membership chair

corresponding secretary (both elected). Any

exception must be made in consultation with the

state organization president and the state

organization membership chair.
Article 7. No officer, except the treasurer, may serve inthe |May involve approval |Yes This revision provides flexibility in chapter terms of office
Officersand |office longer than two (2) terms in succession. At  |of state organizaiton by allowing exceptions when approved in consultation
Related the chapter level, an exception may be made in president and state with the state organization president and the state
Personnel consultation with the state organization president |organizaiton organization membership chair.

and state organization membership chair.

membership chair




International Governing Documents Revision Alignment with State Organization Bylaws and Chapter Rules - July 2026

Article 9. International Standing Committees Yes. State Yes. Chapters |This revision updates committee structure. Committees
Committees [eArts and Humanities Jury* Organizations are are responsible |are listed in alphabethical order. The Non-Dues Revenue
*Bylaws and Policies* accountable for for carrying out  |and Constitution Interpretation Committees are
eCommunications and Marketing* fulfilling the the committee  |eliminated. The Constitution Committee is renamed the
eEditorial Board* responsibilities of functions Bylaws and Policies Committee. The Second Century
eEducators Book Award* specific committees; [outlined in the DKG and Beyond and the DKG Visionary Network
eEducational Excellence* however, they have |[state Committees were added.
eFinance (elected) the authority to organization
*Holden Fund (endowed) establish, name, and [bylaws; however, [State organizations are accountable for the work of:
eInternational Speakers Fund organize their own each chapter eCommunications & Marketing
el eadership Development* committeesina retains the eEducational Excellence
el eadership Discovery Centre* manner that best authority to *Finance
eMembership and Expansion* serves the needs and |establish, name, [eLeadership Development
*Nominating (elected) operations of the and organize its |*Membership & Expansion
eSecond Century DKG and Beyond* state organization. [committeesin *Nominating
*Scholarship* ways that best eScholarship
*World Fellowship* supportits
s\/isionary Network* unique needs Chapters are accountable for the work of:
* Appointed by International President and operations. [*Communications & Marketing
*Educational Excellence
*Finance
e[ eadership Development
*Membership & Expansion
*Nominating
Article 10. Meetings at all levels of DKG may be conductedin |Yes Yes This revision provides flexibility in the format of Society
Meetings person, virtually, or in a hybrid format, provided meetings. While international conferences were not

that all members are able to participate
simultaneously.

included in the proposed revision, the International
Administrative Board retains the authority to authorize
additional international meetings when deemed
appropriate.

State organizations and chapters should review their
governing documents and remove references to
international conferences to align with the revised
International Bylaws.
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Article 11. The president at each level of the Society will Yes Yes This revision changes the term “virtual” to “digital”
Publications [approve publications, which may be published in regarding Society publications.

various formats (printed and/or digital) with the

aim of achieving the widest possible

dissemination.
Article 11. English is the language for the Society's official Yes Yes This revision clarifies that English is the official language

Publications

publications. Other languages may be used for
other publications as appropriate.

of the Society while recognizing that Society publications
and communications may also be provided in other
languages as appropriate.

Article 12. State organizations and chapters will specify in Yes. Clarifies that Yes. Clarifies that|This revision provides state organizations with the

Parliamentary |their bylaws or rules a recognized manual of each state chapters must  [flexibility to select the parliamentary authority that best

Authority parliamentary procedure to govern the state organization must follow the meets the needs of the state organizaiton and chapters,
organization and its chapters in all cases to which [identifyin its bylaws [parliamentary provided the chosen authority is identified in the state
they are applicable and are consistent with the the recognized authority organization bylaws and the chapter rules.
International Bylaws, GAPP, or any applicable parliamentary identified in the
statutes. procedure manual |[state

that will governthe |organization
state organization bylaws.
and its chapters.

In General The proposed revision of the governing documents |Yes Yes State organizations and chapters should review their
was adopted, resulting in the International Bylaws governing documents and replace references to the
replacing the Constitution and International Constitution and International Standing Rules with
Standing Rules. Their provisions were incorporated references to the International Bylaws and GAPP, as
into the International Bylaws and the Guidelines appropriate, to ensure alignment with the Society's
for the Administration of Policies and Procedures revised governing documents.

(GAPP).
Resolution The Convention adopted the recommendation of  |Yes Yes State organizations and chapters currently supporting

the Educational Excellence Committee (EEC) to
transition the international project from the GIRLS
Fund to the Every Child Fund, effective July 31,
2027.

the GIRLS Fund are encouraged to begin planning now to
transition fundraising and philanthropic efforts to the
Every Child Fund. The transition should be completed by
July 31, 2027, when the Every Child Fund will become

DKG's official international project.




